ACB EU Seminar Tour - 2011
Thank you very much to all those who attended ACB’s 2011 seminar tour of Europe.
A special thank you also to those who hosted our seminars.

The tour began in Helsinki, Finland, at the offices of Rohde & Schwarz.
Helsinki is a beautiful city in the long Summer days. Unfortunately, the long days were mostly spent
in the classroom.

Jarno Tervo gave a good demonstration of some fancy new Rohde & Schwarz equipment.
Unfortunately there was not enough for a free sample analyser for each attendee to take home.

The equipment
and Jarno joined
us for the rest of
the seminar.

Here, Dennis can be seen explaining the
theory of phase angles and reflected RF
waves by using the side cushions of the
table.
Or, is he simply demonstrating what will
happen to an IC application with incorrect
applicant details, using the end cushion of
the table?
We are always very impressed by the
Scandinavian approach to the work/life
ethic.

There was a good mixture of people in Finland; with some test labs, some module manufacturers,
some end product manufacturers and some compliance consultants.
We were pleased to see some returned attendees from 2011.

A visitor from Beijing
showed how far
people will travel for
our seminar, but soon
we would find out that
one person travelled
even further.

I had to include this sign, which I saw hanging in the Helsinki Airport bar…

On this occasion,
we did not try the
house wine.
Re-hydrating, after
the final day of the
Helsinki seminar.

Next we returned to Fleet in England and Rohde & Schwarz UK.
We had a smaller group than last year but again it was good to see some returning friends.
There were new faces too and again it was good to see how many test labs are keen to attend the
seminars and understand the testing requirements for product compliance.

As always, it was great to
hold a technical seminar at
Rohde & Schwarz and
technical expertise was on
hand with regard to EMC
testing and general RF
measurements.
Andrew Coombes and
Darren Tipton; with
technical demonstrations and
answers to our questions.

As we get ready to leave England, we ponder the diversity of Europe and I think it’s something which
continues to make Europe such an interesting place to live and do business.
American Dennis here looks ‘harmonised’ as he enjoys breakfast in England, at a French restaurant,
before heading to Spain with an Irish airline.

Our third seminar was held at AT4Wireless, in Spain.
This was a new seminar location for ACB and we were very pleased to be hosting the seminar with
AT4Wireless. The numbers were small but there was plenty enough people for a good seminar and
some interesting discussions.
AT4Wireless are a truly Global company with involvement in many aspects of product compliance.
Here, Ricardo Orejas gives a presentation on AT4Wirless International Approvals services.

Previous to this, Carlos had shared a presentation on AT4Wirless comprehensive testing capabilities.

I soon realised that I was
the only person attending
these seminars with a
suit jacket and tie.
The tie has gone and
the jacket was soon to
follow.

Of course, no trip to
Spain would be
complete without
some tapas.
If you need to travel
somewhere to get
your testing done,
you could do worse
than Malaga.

After a busy day of presenting,
I decided I was just too hungry
for some crab thighs or
fried little birds.

Our Spanish seminar at AT4Wirless
was an enjoyable seminar.
The prize for ‘furthest travelled’
would certainly be hard to win now,
with a welcome visitor coming
from New Zealand to attend.

The final seminar of our tour was at Novero, in Bochum, Germany.
I had wanted to visit Germany for many years and I was not disappointed. A beautiful country and
welcoming people. I had not even heard of Bochum before this seminar tour but now I am looking
forward to visiting it again one day.

We had a good size group of attendees and a good mix of people. Again, we were pleased to see
some test labs in attendance and also a good mixture of manufacturers.

Our hosts, Novero, are both a manufacturer and a test facility, so they provided some good interest
and questions, in addition to the welcome venue for the seminar.

It’s hard to focus on
the complexities of
product compliance
without some
suitable refreshments.
Here, the group enjoys
a barbeque provided
by Novero.
The weather was
pure luck!

After lunch in the Novero gardens,
we took a tour of the Novero testing
facilities.
We were also given a presentation
on Novero’s business and product
range.

Having immersed ourselves in the local
cultures of each location, it seemed
inappropriate to leave Germany without
sampling the local produce…

We enjoyed this seminar tour and we would like to say a big thank you to all those who attended
and all those who hosted. We always notice a lot of questions and attendee participation with our
seminars, which I believe is what makes the ACB EU Seminar tour such a popular and successful
event. It would not be as fulfilling and educational without the input from attendees. Thank you.
With that, I shall leave you with a simple….. Kippis! Cheers! Saludos! Prost!

Michael Derby, 2011

